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CHAPTER 10 

 

 

ONLINE REGISTRATION AVAILABLE IRWACHAPTER10.ORG 

5:00 pm   Social Hour   6:00 pm   Dinner 
7:00 pm   Awards Program 8:00 pm   Entertainment 

mailto:AWhicker.CLP@gmail.com
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Annual Christmas Party & Awards Banquet Cont. 
 

We will be collecting gifts for Riley Children’s Hospital again this year!    

To make sure your generosity is most effective, please follow these guidelines: 

1. All items must be new, unused, and in original packaging/tags attached. 

2. No gift wrapping or use of gift bags.  Donations of gift wrapping and gift bags for the families 

to use to wrap items for their patients are acceptable. 

3. No food, candy, gum, etc. 

4. No notes, cards, letters, etc. (including no handmade cards) 

5. No loose glitter, glitter polish, latex items. 

6. The flyer below shows our most wanted toys that follow the guidelines set forth by the 

hospital for the safety of the patients. (For more information, visit their website)   
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Annual Christmas Party & Awards Banquet Cont. 
 

Do you need overnight accommodations for the Christmas Party?   
 

Staybridge Suites Indianapolis-Airport 

6295 Cambridge Way 

Plainfield, Indiana 46168  

$112 per night 

Link:  Staybridge Reservations IRW 

You can also call 317-839-2700 and ask for group code IRW 

The hotel is less than 4 miles from CRG, there is a shuttle that runs to & from the 
hotel to get you around if needed.  Room block held until November 25th. 

 

Sponsorships Available:  Contact Amanda Brinker or go online irwachapter10.org 

 

 Gold Star $500 & up = large banner, display board and program recognition  

 

Silver Bells $250 - $499 = display board and program recognition  

 

Elf $250 = display board  

IRWA Membership Renewal Time! 
 

Your 2020 Membership Invoice has been sent and while there is plenty of time to renew your 
IRWA membership, December 31st will be here before you know it. 

By renewing your membership, you stay connected to your profession through the Right of Way 
Magazine, educational programs and the community of your peers.  You also receive reduced 

member rates when you take a course, attend Association conferences and seminars. 

If you are facing the difficult choice of paying for your dues out of your own pocket, or letting 
your membership lapse altogether, we encourage you to call the IRWA Headquarters to discuss 

options on how you can maintain your membership for the upcoming year. 

Don’t let your membership lapse. Renew your IRWA membership by returning your membership 
dues invoice, renewing online, or by contacting Mariah Carrillo, Membership Services at 310-

538-0233 ext.134 by email carrillo@irwaonline.org  

 

https://www.staybridge.com/redirect?path=hd&brandCode=SB&localeCode=en&regionCode=1&hotelCode=INDPF&_PMID=99801505&GPC=IRW&cn=no&viewfullsite=true
http://www.irwachapter10.org/
mailto:carrillo@irwaonline.org
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GOVERNOR HOLCOMB AND INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION AWARDED NEARLY $100 MILLION THROUGH NEXT 

LEVEL ROADS: COMMUNITY CROSSINGS INITIATIVE 

INDOT Bulletin: 10/10/2019 

Madison, Ind. – Governor Eric J. Holcomb and Indiana Department of Transportation Commissioner Joe McGuinness today 
announced 229 Indiana cities, towns, and counties received a combined $99.2 million in state matching funds for local road 
projects through the Next Level Roads: Community Crossings Initiative. 

“High-quality local roads and bridges are an important part of our formula for attracting jobs, growing our economy, and 
building strong communities,” Gov. Holcomb said. “Our fully-funded Next Level Roads plan and record-breaking level of 
construction has gained Indiana national recognition for our approach to infrastructure, and Community Crossings takes that 
commitment to the local level all across the state.”  

The Community Crossings Initiative has provided more than $612 million in state matching funds for construction projects. 
The latest round garnered more applications than dollars available—making the call for projects highly competitive. In 
response to local requests to help manage project flow, INDOT now accepts applications in both January and July, with a $1 
million cap annually per community. An estimated $100 million will be available for communities opting to apply during the 
January 2020 call for projects. 

“Efficiently and safely moving people and commerce is vital to the quality of life and vitality of our 
communities,” said McGuinness. “INDOT is excited to partner with communities through this matching grant program to make 
infrastructure investments that contribute to the success of all Hoosier cities, towns, and counties.” 

To qualify for funding, local governments must provide local matching funds, 50 percent for larger communities or 25 percent 
for smaller communities, from a funding source approved for road and bridge construction. They must also submit an INDOT-
approved asset management plan for maintaining existing roads and bridges. State law requires annually that 50 percent of 
the available matching funds be awarded to communities within counties with a population of 50,000 or fewer. State 
lawmakers identified long-term funding for Community Crossings as part of House Enrolled Act 1002, passed by the 
legislature and signed into law by Gov. Holcomb in April 2017. 

The list of all communities receiving matching funds in the 2019 July call for projects is online at 
www.in.gov/indot/communitycrossings  

 

 

 

 

http://www.nextlevelroads.com/
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Greetings Chapter 10 Members, 

 

It was good to see all of you who were able to attend our Eminent Domain/Condemnation 
program on October 25th. I was honored to present some of our newer members with their 
membership certificate & pin. Thank you to our amazing speakers and sponsors, your support 
made the day a huge success! It did occur to me during the presentation by Ron Barker that 
we might need to schedule a program dedicated to his 45 years of right of way stories ☺ 

We also held our very first membership campaign immediately following the program, which 
was hosted by our very own Young Professionals Committee. They did a great job putting the 
event together and to date we have five new membership applicants as a result. If you are 
under 35 and/or new to the industry, please contact me to see how you can get involved with 
the Young Professionals Committee! 

Speaking of new members, did you know last fiscal year Chapter 10 membership grew by 
15%? I’m excited the chapter is continuing to expand not only in numbers but in diversity, 
opening opportunities for all of us to learn and make new connections. 

On September 27th & 28th a handful of Chapter leadership attended the Region 5 Fall Forum in 
Daniels, West Virginia. A highly anticipated topic was the finalization of the Governance Task 
Force report which contained a series of recommendations, most importantly to cancel the 
final phase of the Governance Project which would have brought about major changes in the 
IRWA governance structure. These recommendations were well received by the International 
Governance Committee (IGC) and they voted to cancel the final phase of the project. Although 
a lot of business was discussed we were able to enjoy some social time that included bowling, 
a coal mine tour, and a dinner followed by karaoke. Patrick McCallister proudly represented 
the chapter with his vocal performances! 

We will wrap up 2019 with the annual Chapter 10 Christmas Party and Awards Banquet on 
Saturday, December 14th at the CRG Event Center in Plainfield, IN. This year we are 
presenting our first Project of the Year Award. We’re also switching up the venue & 
entertainment as well as continuing our tradition of participating in a toy drive for the amazing 
kids at Riley Children’s Hospital. So please come join us for good food, good drinks, great 
company, and an overall fun time with colleagues.  

 
Sincerely, 
Angela W. Deddish, RWA 
Chapter 10 President 
 

 

  Presidents Message 
Angela W. Deddish, RWA 

 

  Fall Forum in WV 
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City of Kyle Reaches Settlement in Lawsuit with Kinder Morgan 

BY SPECTRUM NEWS STAFF KYLE 
PUBLISHED OCT. 05, 2019 – SUBMITTED BY RON BARKER  

 
KYLE, Texas — A multi-billion-dollar natural gas pipeline will soon be to coming to Central Texas.  

On Friday during a special called meeting, Kyle City Council approved a settlement agreement with the 
Permian Highway Pipeline, LLC, and Kinder Morgan Texas Pipeline, LLC. The agreement allows Kinder 
Morgan to construct the Permian Highway Pipeline (PHP) through the boundari es of the City of Kyle. It also 
provides protections for the city regarding how the pipeline affects existing infrastructure and future 
development projects. 

In July, Kinder Morgan filed a lawsuit against the City of Kyle for passing an ordinance regulatin g how 
pipelines can be installed in the city. The ordinance required Kinder Morgan to bury the pipeline 13 -feet 
deep, to allow the city to put its wastewater lines or water lines streets over the top of the pipeline.  

Kinder Morgan sued the city saying that state and federal law prohibits cities from regulating pipelines. 
The City of Kyle amended the ordinance on September 11 to address some of the claims tha t its ordinance 
was inconsistent with state and federal law. 

“To be clear, this settlement has nothing to do with re-routing the pipeline out of the Hill Country,” said 
Travis Mitchell, Mayor, City of Kyle. “We still share in the concerns of thousands in o ur community who 
fear the impacts of the PHP on our safety and our environment. Settling this case ha s no bearing on those 
risks, which would have remained in full force either way.”  

“In a perfect world, this pipeline would have been routed through unincorporated areas of Texas — 
preferably those areas already established with oil infrastructure — minimizing the effect on landowners, 
local governments and our environment,” said Mitchell. “Unfortunately, we don’t live in a perfect world. 
Our city council and city staff have worked diligently with Kinder Morgan to develop this framework that 
will provide protections to the city that otherwise are not granted through current state and federal 
regulations. One such protection born from the settlement is that Kinder Morgan is no longer legally 
allowed to convert the pipeline from natural gas to crude oil. As I s ee it, this negotiated point can be 
celebrated by all who have stood with us for the last year.”  

The settlement agreement requires Kinder Morgan to remit to the City a payment of $2.7 million. The 
agreement also protects the City from incurring any undue f inancial burden from the pipeline on existing 
infrastructure, and requires Kinder Morgan to participate in the alleviation of conflicts between the 
pipeline and future infrastructure projects in the city. 

“The question before our council has been how to leverage our limited city resources to carry this fight 
against an opponent with virtually unlimited resources,” said Mitchell. “We believe that this settlem ent 
agreement represents a better outcome than what we could have expected in a long and drawn out, a nd 
expensive, legal battle.” 
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Upcoming Events 

November 20, 2019 - Planning Meeting, Danville, IN 

December 14, 2019 - Holiday Party and Awards Banquet, Plainfield IN 

February 20, 2020 – General Membership Meeting 

February 24, 2020 – Course 102 – Elevating Your Ethical Awareness 

February 25-29, 2020 – Course 421 – The Valuation of Partial Acquisitions 

March 16, 2020 – Course 603 – Understanding Environmental Contamination in RE 

 

 In Memory of Byron M. Brady 

Byron M. Brady, 92, of Elkhart died Saturday morning, October 19, 2019 at his 
residence.  Byron was born April 11, 1927 in Elkhart to the late Edwin M. and Margery 
(Grove) Brady. Also preceding him in death is a grandson, Thomas Brady who died in 
1954. On January 20, 1950 he married Mary Ruth Holt in Sturgis, KY. Mary Ruth 
succumbed to lung cancer on January 24, 2005. He is survived by three children: Edwin 
“Ted” (Joyce) Brady of Santa Clarita, CA and their children, Morgan Brady (Matthew 
Simon) and David Brady; Kimberly (David) Miller of Kansas City, MO and Nicolas J. 
(Bridget) Brady of Granger and their children, Ryan and Caitlin Brady. Byron was a 1945 
graduate of Elkhart High School and served in the United States Navy during WWII. He 
attended Western Kentucky State College and also the University of Notre Dame. He 
began his career by working for the city of Elkhart in the City Engineer’s Office for five 
years before founding Brady Land Surveying, Inc. in November of 1958. Byron was a 
licensed surveyor in the states of Indiana and Michigan. He was active in the business 
until he sold it and retired in December 1988. Byron was a past president of the 
Ellakono Chapter-Indiana Society of Professional Engineers and a past member of: the 
Indiana Society of Professional Land Surveyors where he served on the board of 
directors; the Michigan Society of Land Surveyors; past delegate from Indiana to the 
American Congress of Surveying and Mapping; past member of the American Right-Of-
Way Association; past member of Elcona Country Club where he served on the board 
of directors. He also was a past member of; the Hideaway Beach Sports Club in Marco 
Island, FL, the St. Andrews Golf Club in Punta Gorda, FL, the Twin Isles Country Club in 
Punta Gorda, FL, and was currently a member of the Lake Wales Country Club in Lake 
Wales, FL and the Elks Lodge 425 in Elkhart. 
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News from the Professional 
Development Committee 

Congratulations Greg R. Hoyes, RWA 

Congratulations to Greg for successfully meeting the requirements for obtaining the 
RWA (Right of Way Agent) certification!  The RWA certification reflects evidence of professional 
accomplishment in the right of way profession through experience and education and reflects Greg’s 
dedication and commitment to professional growth. 
 

The New Year is upon us - Right of Way Professional Career Path (Specialist) 
 

We just set our clocks back last weekend and with the change in seasons comes shorter daylight 
hours. What are you going to do with the extra time inside at night during the cold winter months? 
Bing some Netflix series or watch Friends re-runs? Play checkers with the computer? Build a drone 
so you can deliver Amazon packages? Build a new spouse? How about considering improving your 
professional credentials? Whether you are a brand new member or a seasoned SR/WA, the time is 
right to invest in your future! Who could say no to that? 
 

The Right of Way (R/W) Certification Program offers certification in four right of way disciplines, 
plus the Uniform Act and the Appraisal Cross Certification. Right of Way certification is granted to 
candidates who have achieved professional status through experience, education and examination 
in a specific discipline. 
 

IRWA stands for the highest standard of excellence and its certification program is a rigorous 
process that will work to differentiate you from other professionals. Our high standards have 
enabled us to create a distinction that is universally respected by customers, businesses and 
colleagues across most disciplines. 
 

Earning a Certification will help boost opportunities and salary potential. Certifications expand 
employment opportunities, increases salary potential, boosts chances for career advancement and 
demonstrates professional commitment. 
 

Our Specialist Certification Programs can be obtained in addition to the SR/WA Certifications. IRWA 
has four discipline certifications plus the Uniform Act and the Appraisal Cross Certification as 
follows: 
 

R/W-AC Appraisal Certification 
R/W-AMC Asset/Property Management Certification 
R/W-NAC Negotiation and Acquisition Certification 
R/W-RAC Relocation Assistance Certification 
R/W-URAC Uniform Act Certification 
Appraisal Cross Certification 
 
Check out the IRWA website for additional details about each of these specialty certifications. Or, 
as always, consult you Chapter 10 Professional Development Committee members listed is this 
newsletter. 
 
John Alexander, SR/WA – Chapter 10 PDC Chair 
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Panhandle Pathway 

Former Rail line carries people in a new way 

By Scott Roberts, OI Staff - Submitted by Ron Barker 

The former Pennsylvania Railroad still transports people on part of 
its Indiana line, but these days, passengers travel it powered in a 
manner much more quieter than a locomotive.   

The Panhandle Pathway, in southern Pulaski and Northern Cass 
counties, makes use of the old rail line for a 21-mile bikers’ and 
hikers’ haven, starting in Winamac and stretching to Kenneth.  It’s 
a flat, paved trail where users don’t have to worry about much 
except other travelers and the occasional road crossings.   

The trail may also be an option for some people with disabilities. 
The five trailheads each have accessible parking, and the asphalt 
surface makes it easy to use for most people.  

The trail itself is relatively young, according to Richard Vonnegut, 
president of the Indiana Trail Fund (ITF).  After changing hands 
several times since Pennsylvania Railroad days, the line was 
bought by ITF in 2005.  In 2006, Friends of the Panhandle Pathway 
(FOPP) took over management.  In 2010, FOPP, which still 
oversees the site, bought it from ITF.   

The Panhandle Pathway name comes from its railroad history.  In 
the mid-1800s, a rail line ran from the panhandle of West Virginia, through Indiana and onto St. Louis and Chicago.  
Owned by the Pennsylvania Railroad, that line became known as the panhandle line.  Vonnegut knew that history and 
named the trail for it.   

As popularity of the pathway has increased, so has FOPP. The group now has about 50 volunteers who help manage the 
trail, picking up trash and planning events.   

FOPP conducts a survey day every day every July.  During it, volunteers pass out food and drinks to pathway users, 
asking them to fill out surveys on how they will use the trail, where they are from, and how they think the trail can be 
improved.  According to FOPP president John Bawcum, the most users the group has met on one day is 80, the lowest is 
36.  The amount usually depends on the weather.  

The scenery while walking and biking the 21-mile trail is quintessential Indiana.  Farms, small towns, shops and 
restaurants greet your vision as you trek though each location. There are benches if you need to rest, and informative 
material is posted at each trailhead.  Most of the path has at least a few trees, so even the areas that run next to the 
highway feel semi-secluded.   

One area that’s worth a detour is a spur near the Winamac side of the trail that provides access to the Tippecanoe 
River.  While not officially part of the pathway, its worth straying for a while to enjoy the view.   

Though its already the second longest rail-to-trail pathway in the state, according to the Rails to Trails Conservancy, 
the Panhandle may expand.   

Bawcum said the group wants to extend the trail on both ends.  On the south end, the group would like the trail to go 
to France Park, an extra ¾ mile.  On the north end, the group would like to extend the trail 5 miles to Tippecanoe 
River State Park, and then possibly another 4 ½ miles to link to the North Judson Erie Trail at Bass Lake.   

There’s no timetable for the additions, but pathway has plenty to see as it is now, and is worth a trip.   

GETTING THERE:   
To get to the Winamac trailhead, which has the closest access to Tippecanoe River, take US 35 north to the southern 
edge of Winamac. The trailhead is at the intersection with County Road 150 South.  A trail map and directions to other 
trailheads can be found at www.panhandlepathway.org   
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What’s a YP and Y for P’s sake do we care?!?!  YP stands 
for Young Professional and we should care because 
they’re a dying breed in our field.  Joking, kind of… Let’s 
face it, the majority of right of way members are not 
exactly spring chickens so the IRWA saw the need and 
created a group for any young professionals in the 
beginning of the right of way profession to become more 
involved in the association while enhancing their skills.  
The age to be considered a young professional is 35 years 
and younger.  Currently there are 10 members within the 
chapter and we are always looking for more.  We held our 
first event for YP’s after the Eminent Domain - 
Condemnation Meeting in October.  It was a lot of fun 
and a great success!   October also marked the first 
month of our new mentorship program. We need 
experienced members of the chapter to enlist as 
mentors and help the growth of the new and younger 
generation. Please consider signing up if you can help in 
building the confidence and experience of those who will 
eventually be seated in critical roles within the chapter. 
And for those who are looking for advice and for growth 
in your chosen fields and within the chapter, please sign 
up to be a mentee!  Keep an eye out for our upcoming YP 
social and community events… 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The link to all updates can be found on the International 

Website under Leadership, Advocacy Reports: 

 

https://www.irwaonline.org/members/leadership-

resources/irwa-advocacy-reports/ 

 

 

 

 

 

Are trees the center of 
your conflict?  

If so call Jud Scott.    
Tree Appraisals 
Hazard Tree Analysis 
Premise Liability Audits 
Worker Safety Programs 
Herbicide Interactions 
Tree Preservation 
Expert Witness Services 
Forensic Analysis   
Conflict Resolution (with Trees) 

 

Jud Scott Consulting Arborist 

(317) 815–8733 

Treeconsultant@ aol.com 

www.judscottconsultingarborist.com 
 

Consultant to the Professionals! 

 

https://www.irwaonline.org/members/leadership-resources/irwa-advocacy-reports/
https://www.irwaonline.org/members/leadership-resources/irwa-advocacy-reports/
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2020 Chapter 10 Education  

 

Below find the upcoming chapter 10 educational schedule 2020.  More information 
will be coming soon… stay tuned for these future chapter 10 educational offerings.  

You can always go online to www.irwaonline.org/courses and scroll to the bottom, 
select Find A Class and select our Chapter, Region or a specific course! 
 

 

  2020 

February 24th: Course 102 – Elevating Your Ethical Awareness   

 February 25th -28th – Course 421 – The Valuation of Partial Acquisition 
Both of these will be held at Citizens Energy in Indianapolis, IN taught by Christina H. Thoreson, SR/WA, MAI 

 

March 16th:  Course 603 – Understanding Environmental Contamination in Real Estate 
 

 

The following have been scheduled; we’re working on getting them online with HQ! 

 

May 13th & 14th: Course 502- Non-Residential Relocation Assistance  

 

August 24th:  Course 213 – Conflict Management 

 

October 5th: Course 803 - Eminent Domain Law Basics for Right-of-Way Professionals 

 

 
 

To request more information about these classes or if you’d like to request a particular class in the 

future, please contact Laura W. Santos or Katie Repp the education co-chairs for our Indiana Chapter 

10. You can contact Laura at  santos.laura.w@gmail.com & Katie at katie.repp@yahoo.com  
  

 

Regional Course Offerings November & December 2019: 

Course 506 – Advanced Business Relocation Assistance – 11/6/19 - Lexington, KY  

Course 218 – Right of Way Acquisition for Electrical Transmission Projects – 11/7/19 - Springfield, IL 

Course 200 – Principals of Real Estate Negotiation – 11/12/19 - Gahanna, OH 

Course 213 – Conflict Management – 11/14/19 - Gahanna, OH 

Course 800 – Principles of Real Estate Law – 12/2/19 – Charleston, WV 

Course 800 – Principles of Real Estate Law – 12/3/19 – Downers Grove, IL 

Course 700 – Introduction to Property/Asset Management – 12/10/19 – Madison, WI 

 

 
  

http://www.irwaonline.org/courses
https://www.irwaonline.org/find-a-class/?Chapter=5f249af1-7984-401f-9ac6-b5894bfb8306
https://www.irwaonline.org/find-a-class/?Chapter=5f249af1-7984-401f-9ac6-b5894bfb8306
https://www.irwaonline.org/find-a-class/?Chapter=5f249af1-7984-401f-9ac6-b5894bfb8306
mailto:santos.laura.w@gmail.com
mailto:katie.repp@yahoo.com
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 The U.S. Is Overflowing with Natural Gas. 
Not Everyone Can Get It. 

U.S. gas production is at a record high, but the infrastructure needed to move the fuel 

around the country hasn’t kept up 

 
By Stephanie Yang and Ryan December – Published in WSJ July 8 2019 – Submitted by Ron Barker 

America is awash in natural gas. In parts of the country there’s hardly a drop to burn. 
Earlier this year, two utilities that service the New York City area stopped accepting new natural-gas 
customers in two boroughs and several suburbs. Citing jammed supply lines running into the city on the 
coldest winter days, they said they couldn’t guarantee they’d be able to deliver gas to additional furnaces. 
Never mind that the country’s most prolific gas field, the Marcellus Shale, is only a three-hour drive away. 
Meanwhile, in West Texas, drillers have so much excess natural gas they are simply burning it off, roughly 
enough each day to fuel every home in the state. 

U.S. gas production rose to a record of more than 37 trillion cubic feet last year, up 44% from a decade 
earlier. Yet the infrastructure needed to move gas around the country hasn’t kept up. Pipelines aren’t in the 
right places, and when they are, they’re usually decades old and often too small. 
The result, despite natural-gas prices that look low on commodities exchanges, is energy feast and famine. 
This spring, the price of natural gas at a trading hub near Midland, Texas, dropped as low as negative $9 per 
million British thermal units—meaning that producers were paying people to take it off their hands. (A 
million British thermal units is enough to dry about 50 loads of laundry.) 
Elsewhere, prices soared due to bouts of cold weather coupled with supply disruptions, including an 
explosion along a British Columbian pipeline and a leaky underground storage facility near Los Angeles. At a 
trading hub in Sumas, Wash., natural gas rose to $200 per million British thermal units in March, the highest 
ever recorded in the U.S. In Southern California, prices went as high as $23; the average over the winter was 
a record $7.23. 
The national benchmark, which is set at a knot of pipelines in Louisiana, recently hit a three-year low of $2.19 
and has hovered below $3 for much of the year.  “I don’t recall a situation when we’ve had the highs and 
lows happen in such extremes and in such relatively close proximity,” says Rusty Braziel, a former gas trader 
who now advises energy producers, industrial gas buyers and pipeline investors. 
With U.S. homes, power plants and factories using more natural gas than ever, the uneven distribution of the 
shale boom’s bounty means that consumers can end up paying more or even become starved for fuel, while 
companies that can’t get it to market lose out on profits. Around New York City, the dearth of gas has cast 
uncertainty over new developments and raised fears of stifling economic growth. 
One reason for the problem is that pipelines have become political. Proponents of reducing the use of fossil 
fuels have had little luck limiting drilling in energy-rich regions. Instead, they’ve turned to fighting pipeline 
projects on environmental grounds in regions like New York and the Pacific Northwest, where they have a 
more sympathetic ear. 
Even in Texas, the heart of the oil-and-gas industry, new pipelines have started to meet more local resistance. 
In April, landowners, Hays County and Kyle, a booming city on the outskirts of Austin, sued to block 
construction of a 430-mile pipeline that would move gas from the West Texas drilling fields, where it is being 
burned up, to buyers near Houston. The case was dismissed by a Texas judge in June. 

 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-oil-gas-hit-record-production-levels-in-2018-11560264922?mod=article_inline
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Continued from page 13 

Before pipelines Natural gas, which is often found alongside oil and coal, was once a nuisance to drillers and 
miners alike. It would send crude shooting up out of wells like flammable geysers and was at risk of exploding 
in mineshafts. Before the advent of arc-welded pipelines that could be laid over long distances, gas had little 
value unless it happened to be very close to early industrial cities, like Pittsburgh or Cleveland. 
After World War II, energy producers repurposed oil pipelines to ship gas to fuel the hungry furnaces and 
factories of the Northeast. By the beginning of the 21st century, many thought the U.S. was running out of 
gas. The national price averaged about $6 over most of that decade and at times rose to more than $12. 
Pipelines were built to move imported gas from the country’s borders, particularly along the Gulf Coast, into 
the interior. 
Then the fracking revolution arrived, flooding domestic gas markets and rendering a lot of supply routes 
irrelevant. Within a generation, the U.S. has gone from importing gas to becoming a leading exporter. 
These days, it’s a hassle getting gas from drilling fields like the Marcellus and Utica shales in Appalachia, and 
the Permian Basin in West Texas, to customers in northern cities. Many pipelines now run the other way: to 
move gas toward the Gulf Coast, where exporters can usually buy it for less than $3 per million British 
thermal units, and ship it overseas as liquefied natural gas, or LNG, for higher prices. 
A 99-year-old law prevents foreign tankers from shipping gas within the U.S. There are no domestic LNG 
tankers, mostly because the hundred-million-dollar-plus ships are much less expensive to build in Asia. So 
consumers in New England relied on importing liquefied natural gas from Trinidad and Tobago and even 
Russia to keep prices in check this past winter. 

 

 
Sections of steel pipe lie in a staging area before being installed underground in Exton, Pa., in June. 

PHOTO: ROBERT NICKELSBERG/GETTY IMAGES 

 

In New York, commercial real-estate broker John Barrett said he was completing the sale of a development 

that would become a 66-unit apartment building, when Consolidated Edison Inc. announced it would no 
longer take on new gas customers after March 15 in the southern part of Westchester County. The developer 
canceled the deal signing and backed out of the purchase two weeks later. 
The future of a nine-figure development in New Rochelle, which would include a new city hall, fire station 
and affordable housing units, is suddenly in doubt. In Yonkers, Mayor Mike Spano worries that the gas 
moratorium will foul up plans for a mixed-use development on a big downtown parking lot. 

https://quotes.wsj.com/ED
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Homes that don’t come with natural gas lines are now a tougher sell, said Mark Nadler, director of 
Westchester sales at Berkshire Hathaway Homeservices, unless buyers don’t mind cooking on an electric 
range or refilling tanks of heating oil each autumn. 
Con Edison is trying to adapt to a world without additional pipelines. Scott Butler, from the company’s “utility 
of the future” department, said the team has explored trucking in emergency fuel supplies and even making 
its own fuel. The utility has proposed building three new facilities in the New York City area to turn compost 
and food scraps into gas. It is also planning to haul in natural gas on trucks, as many as 180 of them on the 
coldest days. 

 

 
A Williams natural gas metering and regulation facility in Brooklyn, N.Y. 

PHOTO: CLAUDIO PAPAPIETRO FOR THE WALL STREET JOURNAL 

 

National Grid PLC, which serves Long Island, including the boroughs of Brooklyn and Queens, stopped 
processing new customer requests in May after the state’s environmental agency denied a permit to add 
capacity to the supply line beneath Lower New York Bay. One of the first projects notified earlier this year 
was the $1 billion arena where the National Hockey League’s Islanders are planning to play. 
“It will basically put economic growth at a halt,” Keith Rooney, director of community and customer 
management at National Grid, told a gas-industry gathering in April in Hartford, Conn. “It’s going to start with 
the big customers and go all the way down to mom-and-pops.” 
At issue are plans to boost capacity at the northern end of the 10,000-mile Transco pipeline, owned by Tulsa, 

Okla.-based Williams Co s. It would involve stretches of new pipe in New Jersey and Pennsylvania, and about 
23 miles more that need to be laid alongside existing supply lines on the ocean floor around New York City. 
For years Williams has fought with Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s administration over the company’s plans to build 
the Constitution Pipeline, a 125-mile pipeline that would carry shale gas from wells in northern Pennsylvania 
to upstate New York. The costs to build overland pipelines like Constitution have eclipsed what Williams 
spends on much more technologically challenging projects like pipelines laid deep offshore in the Gulf of 
Mexico, said Alan Armstrong, Williams’s chief executive. 
“At a time when the federal government has abdicated its responsibility to protect our environment and 
public health, states like New York are on the front lines of protecting our clean water and the public health,” 
Mr. Cuomo said in a statement earlier this year. 

https://quotes.wsj.com/NGG
https://quotes.wsj.com/WMB
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Raising resistance Natural gas has long been considered a transition fuel—a placeholder that’s cleaner-
burning than coal or oil but more dependable than renewables like wind or solar. But natural gas still releases 
carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, and fracking has its own environmental consequences, including 

the production of toxic wastewater. That has raised resistance to building new pipelines as well as enlarging 
old ones. 
Opponents say they are vaulting cities into the future of clean energy. More than 40,000 people and 
organizations wrote to the New York environmental agency asking it to deny Williams permission for the 
expansion. In March, New Jersey residents lined up in a middle-school auditorium to oppose the project, 
including plans for a compressor station Williams wants to build there as part of the expanded supply route 
into New York. Over three hours, seven attendees spoke against the project for every one who stood to 
support it. 
Locals worried about flooding, water contamination and the risk of explosion. One woman used her three 
minutes at the microphone to read a list of lawsuits and accidents in which Williams has been involved. 
“We built our home here thinking this would be our forever home,” said Eileen Balaban-Eisenberg, who has 
helped organize opponents of the pipeline at the nearby retirement community Princeton Manor. “Due to the 
environmental impacts, it makes us think twice about staying.” 

 

 
A protest to stop construction of a Williams natural gas pipeline in April in New York City. 

PHOTO: MICHAEL BROCHSTEIN/ZUMA PRESS 

 

In June, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection joined New York regulators in denying 
Williams permits, citing risks to water quality as well as to wetlands near the proposed compressor where the 
protected Barred Owl was spotted this spring. 
Williams said it is addressing the concerns raised by environmental regulators in both states and has 
resubmitted its applications for construction permits. 
“In some cases there are hundreds of millions of dollars in development for a project that is stymied through 
the regulatory and political process,” said Coralie Carter Sculley, marketing director at Tennessee Gas 

Pipeline, a subsidiary of Kinder Morgan Inc. that brings gas into Westchester, at the industry event in April. 
“We’re not going to have a huge pipeline running through the Northeast again.” 
In Seattle’s northern suburbs, Williams spent more than four years trying to get permission to dig up about 6 
miles of an 8-inch-diameter gas line it owns and replace it with a 20-inch pipe to keep up with demand from  

https://www.wsj.com/articles/singapores-gic-bets-on-wastewater-company-takes-stake-at-3-billion-valuation-11558085401?mod=article_inline
https://quotes.wsj.com/KMI
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the new homes being built there. The cost of the project, which Williams hopes to start this summer, has 
grown from about $6 million to more than $50 million due to delays in receiving permits, said Mr. Armstrong. 
It’s the sort of routine project that wouldn’t have crossed the CEO’s desk a decade ago. “That is such a simple 
piece of work,” Mr. Armstrong said. “It’s hard for me to even talk about it because it’s repulsive how much 
money has been spent there.” 
Pipeline supporters argue that the blockades keep them mired in the past. Technologies like heat pumps, 
which transfer warmth between homes and the surrounding ground or air, promise low-carbon futures, but 
they are costly and complex. Absent cheap natural gas, that leaves dirtier fuels like oil and propane to keep 
the heat on during the cold winter months. 

 

 
Williams’s natural gas metering and regulation facility in Brooklyn. 

PHOTO: CLAUDIO PAPAPIETRO FOR THE WALL STREET JOURNAL 

 
With limited pipelines to smooth the distribution of gas around the country, price spikes have become wild. 
In 2018, natural gas prices in New York City surged as high as $175 during a snowstorm that spurred record 
heating demand. A week later, they returned to about $3. Though prices in northern Washington hit a 
historic $200 this year, more recently they traded at less than $2 as regional stockpiles were replenished and 
winter demand dissipated. 
In late April, a few weeks after its gas moratorium went into effect, Con Edison said it had reached an 
agreement with Kinder Morgan, which owns the intrastate pipeline that supplies southern Westchester, to 
boost capacity. The catch: It could be 2023 before the work is completed. 
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IRWA Chapter 10 Eminent Domain / Condemnation Program 
 

 

By: Exton Cordingley of Yasmin L. Stump Law Group, PC 
 

On October 25, 2019, about 75 right-of-way professionals, including several new 
IRWA Chapter 10 members, attended the Chapter’s Eminent Domain-
Condemnation Day Program, which provided continuing education credits for 
engineers, surveyors, attorneys and real estate brokers.  The venue for the 
program was the CRG Event Center in Plainfield, Indiana.  Numerous insightful 
speakers presented on topics ranging from real estate appraising, land 
acquisition for roads and utilities under the threat of eminent domain, 
relocation and environmental issues in public improvement projects.  The 
Chapter was fortunate to have Nicolette (Nicky) Mendenhall, Indiana 
Department of Transportation (INDOT) Acquisition Manager, speak on eminent 
domain at the program.  IRWA looks forward to having members of INDOT’s 
team participate in future IRWA Chapter 10 activities.  
 
 

Welcome New Members attending 
October’s meeting: (From left to right) 

Kristen Fickel 
Nicky Mendenhall 
Christina Mackrill 
Curt Candler 
Crystal Hammer 
Madison Jones 
Exton Cordingley 
Greg Hoyes 
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At WSP, our Right of Way Services Group is growing and are looking for driven individuals to help us continue to provide quality right 
of way services to our list of great clients.  Our Right of Way Services Group also provides assistance to other WSP offices throughout 
the United States.  WSP is currently initiating a search for a Right of Way Engineering Professional Surveyor and for a CADD 
Designer/Right of Way Engineering Technician both for our Indianapolis, IN office. 

 

Right of Way Engineering Professional Surveyor, Indianapolis, IN    
                                  
Job Description:   
Come be involved with high profile Indianapolis Bus Rapid Transit Projects, Indiana Department of Transportation Projects, and 
projects for numerous growing communities in the State of Indiana.  You will also have the opportunity to learn the management of 
right of way acquisition services from an experienced Right of Way Manager with over 20 years in the industry. 
  

CADD Designer/Right of Way Engineering Technician, Indianapolis, IN   
  
Job Description:  
Come be involved with high profile Indianapolis Bus Rapid Transit Projects, Indiana Department of Transportation Projects, and 
projects for numerous growing communities in the State of Indiana.  You will also have the opportunity to learn the management of 
right of way acquisition services from an experienced Right of Way Manager with over 20 years in the industry. 
 

Contact Patrick A. McCallister, RWA at patrick.mccallister@wsp.com or at 317-972-4529 to apply or for more info! 
 

WSP IS HIRING! 

 

 

INDOT OFFERS SCHOLARSHIPS, JOBS TO ENGINEERS IN TRAINING 

INDOT Bulletin 9-30-2019   Submitted by Angela Deddish 

 
INDIANAPOLIS – The Indiana Department of Transportation is offering civil engineering students scholarships of up to 
$3,125 per semester, and paid employment during summer breaks upon graduation.  
 
Students must be accepted or enrolled full time in one of Indiana’s certified civil engineering schools and apply using the 
form at www.INDOTScholarship.IN.gov Applications for the 2020-2021 school year must be submitted by Tuesday, 
December 31, 209.    
 
INDOT’s scholarship program uses federal funds to offer $3,125 per semester or $2,083 per trimester for up to five years 
of post-secondary civil engineering education.  Scholarship funds can be applied to educational expenses, fees and books.  
In return, recipients will work for INDOT in fulltime paid positions during their summer breaks and upon graduation. 
 
Students must be accepted or enrolled full-time in one of Indiana’s Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology 
(ABET) certified civil engineering programs.  Eligible programs include Purdue University Fort Wayne, Purdue University, 
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology, Trine University, Purdue University Northwest, University of Evansville, University 
of Notre Dame, and Valparaiso University. 
 
Learn more about the INDOT Engineer Scholarship program the application process at www.INDOTScholarship.IN.gov. 
Applications for the 2020-2021 school year must be submitted by Tuesday, December 31st. 
 
Students or parents with questions my contact Talent Development Manager Adam Beasley at ABeasley2@indot.in.gov or 
317-234-7930 
 
Get updates on INDOT projects and programs via Facebook (facebook.com/indianadepartmentoftransporation)  Twitter 
(@INDOT)  CARS 511 (indot.carsprogram.org) or get the app:  iTunes App Store and the Google Play store for Android 

 

mailto:patrick.mccallister@wsp.com
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/indot-mobile/id1281570481?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=gov.iot.indot.mobile
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This IRWA Chapter newsletter is an independent forum for the exchange of information and ideas concerning the right of way profession. The 
publication of an article, opinion or advertisement does not constitute an endorsement by the IRWA or Chapter 10 and the IRWA and Chapter 10 
expressly disclaim responsibility for the contents or accuracy of any article, opinion or advertisement expressed or published herein. 
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